
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT,

By and tctfh Iht adrict ami eantmi yf 0* SmaU.

tMimM w laws omen

John 0. Running, at Hudson, Wisconsin
Wm. E. Keefer, at Springfield, Illinois.
Jews Braden, at Chariton, Iowa, vloe Jamm Baker, resigned.
E. L. T. Blake, Tallahassee, Florida.
Geo. L. Curry, Oregon City, 0. T., vice R. Wilcox, realigned.
J. W. Whitfield, Kickepoo, Kansas Territory ; reappointed.

ascarvaas or rvnuo mokbt

A. G. Herndon, at Springfield, Illinois

Oscar A. Stevens, at Mackinac, Michigan.
Daniel Woodson, at Kickapoo, Kansas Territory ; reappointed.

| REPORT OF JUDGE HOPKINS.
We publish the report which wan submitted to

the House ou Tuesday by Judge Hopkins, snd concurredin by Mr. Florence, from the committee on

[ the Willett's Point investigation. It will be found

lucid, able, conclusive snd interesting. The subjectmatterof the report is not of sufficient importance,
indeed, to be worthy of the ability of the paper;
but we publish it because of the extraordinary
and malicious endeavors that havs been made by
some of the newspapers of New York to foreclose

public opinion on the subject of this investigation.
The high character of Judge Hopkins will be a suffi:.
cient guarantee of the candor of his report; and the

elevated standing which himself, Mr. Florence, and
Messrs. Wood and Hall, their republican colleagues
on this committee, all occupy in the House, will give
to their houorable acquittal of beth the Secretary of

; War and Mr. Collector Schell from the imputations
cast upon their conduct, conclusive authority in the

i country.
:We have no remark to make upon the subjects

; discussed in this report. The doenment is itself a

sufficient discussion of them ; but, as this investi

Ration has been conducted with the most scandalous

j. disregard of all the regularities and decencies which
usually observed in official inquisitions of the
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^ sort, we embrace the occaaion to express our hearty
' concurrence in tho eloquent paragraph® with which

Judge Hopkina concludea his paper.
» We are really at a loaa to know on what ground of

principle or precedent these congressional inquisitionsinto character are made. That Congress has

power to inquire into the official condnct of the
agents of government and to censure or to commcnd>
is clear ; but we cannot conceive by what precedent
or prerogative it is that all the common-law rules

t
which govern judicial inquiries are disregarded by

1 these congressional committees, or how it is that tire
license of the Star Cliambor and the arbitrary
trnculence of tho Inquisition are revived in our land of
liberty.
These inquisitions are taken ex parte from beginningto end, in socret, aud in a corner. Men are acensedby and before them without their knowledge

and their characters, more precious than their lives,
are assailed in socret recesses of the Oapitol by a

system of Thuggism more ruthless than that of the
assassins of India. Not only are the principles of

| common law but even those of common justice are

disregarded ; tho accuser is not affronted with the
accused; the aitsent are assailed unheard, and unconsciousof impeachment; no opportunity for
cros-examination is allowed; no appearance of the
assailed is permitted, either in person or by counsel;
no specifications of distinct charges are required;
nor is the evidence confined to any specific charges ;
but the examinor is allowed to fish at large for accusations

in all the foul waters of hearsay and scandal;
and charges at random are allowed to be made
against the absent by every witness who may have
a grudge to gratify, a corrupt object to obtain, or a

mere desire to visit the seat of government at the
public expense and charge, to accomplish.
Nor is there any wholesome rule observed in the

granting of these investigations. A hireling letterwriterhere in Washington, in an effort to black-
mail a public officer, haa but to write a string of
monstrous accusations against him to some venal

newspaper having a large circulation ; and Congress
can be induced instantly to order an investigation of
the irresponsible allegations on no better authority.

In the British House of (Commons, the member
who moves an investigation is understood to stake
his own character on the result; and, if he flails to
substantiate his charges, is disgraced forever in the
eyes of his IWlow-members. Hence it is that no investigationis ordered unless the mover be of the
highest standing, and has a character to stake and
to lose on the result of his prosecution. Such a thing
as an assault upon personal character as a means of

advancing partisan purposes, is unknown there and
in all parts of the eartb, except in our own country,
to which it haa remained to institute a system of Investigationsprompted by mere newspaper allegation,engendered of mere partisan malignity, and
moved by men claiming no knowledge of facts, but
willing to make themselves the dupes or the tools of

partisan slanderers.
The investigation being thus loosely and listleaaly

ordered, then come the secret inquisitions against
the absent, through witnesses they are not allowed
to confront, who have lioense to testify upon every
conceivable act which can be possibly connected with
the immediate subjects of investigation. That man

1 must needs be an angel, indeed, who, under a prooesaof this sort, pursued in some secret recess of the
Capitol for neveral months at a time, would come out
with his name and character unimpeached. It is to
be recollected, too, that the accuser in such inquisitionsmay bring the press to his support, and by
continued publications of garbled and distorted portionsof the evidence, iu%y poison and prejudice the
public mind on the subject for months at a time, beforeeven such partial truth aa anch an ex part*
investigation can bring to light, can appear to correctthe evil that may be done.
We are satisfied that it is only necessary to csll

the attention of Congress to this grsve subject to

correct this grievous svil. The sovereign powers
of the legislature are designed for the protOcUon
of citjMeua, sod should not bo allowed to bo

abused to assanlts upon their character. Commit the
character of a public officer for whole months at a

time, to the tender handling of all who may choose W'
go before a select committee to accuse them, in their
abeeuce, and Congress can do little after that to repair

the wrong that has been indicted. Commit
a Virgin to the brutalities of the brothel for

uiouthe at a time, and who so coarse and stolid as

to suppose that chaste linen and bright silk* and

sparkling jewelry can repair the brutal wrong that

hae been done T

HMCRETARY COBB'S LETTER ON AFRICAN EMI
ORATION.

The recent vory able and conclusive letter of Sec

retary Cobb, on the subject of importing African
emtfrtuUt into the Southern States, has attracted some

animadversion from a small portion of the Southern

press. From the brief commentary upon it which
we copy from the Charleston Mercury, the reader
will bo able to gather the lino of objection which
these papers urge against it. We mean no disparagementto the known ability of the Mercury
when we say that ita objection to the argument of
Governor Cobb is a very weak and untenable one.

It certainly does not meot the reasoning of the Sec.
retary; and wo are at aome loss to know how that
reasoning can ue met ai an, ana upon wmi jr««nn»

any serious argument against its conclusions, can be
baaed. It was the remark of Dr. Johnson that the

wrong side of a question was tho only one which admittedof the display of ability and ingenuity; as false
positions tax the genius to sustain them, while
true ones are generally self-evident, leaving little
room or necessity for argumentation. We have yet
to see, however, any display of ingenuity or ability
iu the advocacy of the proposed African emigration
scheme, either as consistent with the laws of the
United States, or demanded by the interests of Southernagriculture or industry.
There can bo no escape fVora the language of the law

ofl807. The law prohibits, after 1808, the importation
of negroes from any quarter of the world, whether
to be held as slaves, or "to service or labor" as apprentices.It was the clear intendment of the law
of Congress to prohibit the importation of colored
persons bound to do labor or service either for life
or for any shorter period; and no candid debater will
contend that the object of importing negro emigrants
is anything else but to import negroes bound to do
labor or service for some period longer or shorter.
The only escape from this clear intendment of the
act of 1807 would be by an attack upon its constitutionality; though that course would relieve the
aotion of Secretary Cobb from all objection, as his
duty is to administer the law as it is written, and not

ingress of free negroes into their borders, might not
be unlawful; end, in this point of view, the clearance
of one of these emigrant Teasels for a voyage to the
African coast, and rotnrn to some port in one of these
northern States, might be admissible ; bnt we imagine
that there ere none at the South who would find any

vft]ley.
Governor Gumming* wm in the city »t that date. The

people had abandoned the idea of fighting, and had gone
to work on their farm*.
The Independence correspondent of the Republican,

writing on Jane 4th, my* that the Halt Lake mail of April
18th, had arrived, bringing new* that an Express had
reached 'Camp Hcott Cram Governor Camming*, stating
that be had bean well received at Halt Lake city, and that
Brigfaaa Young was willing to transfer all his authority,
and had informed his followers to reoognise Mr. Cammingas tba future Governor, and to aid him in tha dischargeof his duties.

The New Hampshire Legislature.
Cokcosd, Juno 8..The democratic caucus to-night

nominated Hon. John. 8. Weils for United Htatos senator
The Statesman of this evening has a strong article against
the re-election of John P. Hale. Notice was given in the
house to-day of a bill to extend the telegraph ihdlltlm in
New Hampshire. A petition for the purpose is signed
by P. 0. J. Smith.
The house republican caucus was folly attended this

evening. One hundred and ninety-four ballots were cast
on the nomination for United States senator, of which
John P. Hale received 127, T. Kdwards 30, and Amos
Tuck 26.

Capsize of a Pleasure Beat and Less of Lifts,
Boston, June 8..Daring ft severe thunder shower this

noon the new schooner Prairie Flower, with Udrty flvc
passenger* so board, waa capaiasd in our harbor. Two
men were drowned and a boy missing, but the latter was
probably picked up, as be was near one of a numberof rescuing vessels, who saved the remainder, and
brought them to the city. The schooner belonged to
Halem, and the passengers were taking a pleasure trip to
Boston.

Hailroad DtBcaltles-.The N. Y. Central and
Brie Heads at W»r.|

Bottau), June 8..A dMralty exists between the Krio
nnd Central Railroads, at Batavia, of a threatening character.The lattor Company planed a train of bright oars

to annum© the prerogative ot tne judiciary ny a nuiniyinginterpretation of it.
Ah assault upon the constitutionality of the act of

1807, however, would be futile; for the law is in
strict conformity in its language and scope to the
precise provision of the constitution on the subject.The law could only be assailed as too gonoral
and comprehensive in tho description of persons
whose importation into the country it prohibits ; not

merely African negroes, not merely negroes being
prohibited, but "mulattoes" and "persons of [any]
color" and nativity provided only they be slaves or

bound to "service or labor,"'from whatever parts
of the earth they may be brought. Yet, comprehensiveas its language is, it is not so comprehensive
as tho clause of the constitution on which it is
founded. That clause uses the general and comprehensiveterm "persons" without limitation, restriction,or qualification :

'' The migration and transportation of such rwtwi.vH aq
auy of the States now existing shall think proper to admit,shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the
year 1H08, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such
importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person."

This is the only limitation imposed by the constitutionon the general power which that instrument
confers upon Congress over our foreign commerce
and intercourse, importations and cxportations, so

far as persons are concerned ; and in the limitation,
long ago expired, no reference is made to color or

place of nativity. That power is now general and
unlimited even by tho local laws of the Htates ; and
whatever objection may be urged against the policy
of the law, or against the expediency of reposing in
Congress so comprehensive a power of exclusion as

to "persons" as this, yet "thus the law is written,"
and there is no oscape from it except by repeal.

It seems to us that tho distinction taken by the
Mercury between emigrants and slaves cannot be
sustained. The inquiry is, not whether these Africans
would come as emigrants or as slaves, for in either event
they are persons; but whether they would come bound
"to service or labor ?" If they are persons "of color,"
and come under obligations to render service or labor
for but a day, a month, or a year, they come in express
contravention of a constitutional law of the land.
That the emigrants proposed to be imported by
Messrs. Lafitte & Co. would come bound to service,
we are sure that the Mercury and all intelligent
men of the South will be too candid to deny.

It would seem preposterous to present the hypothesisthat these emigrants would come into our

ports as "free persons" of color ; we should almost
insult the intelligence of the couutry if we were to
advance the supposition of wild African savages
lured or oaptured from the coast of Guinea coming
to our shores as free persons. Yet it is only ou this
monstrous pretension that tho enterprise in questioncould be countenanced. Allow the hypo-
thesis, however ; and even then the scheme would
contravene the local laws of every southern Btate ;
for every one of those States has enacted the most

rigid laws against the admission of froe negroes
within its boundaries.
The scheme is thus impaled upon the horns of an

unavoidable dilemma. Either those African emigrants
would come bound "to service or labor," or they i
would come as "free negroes." In the first case,

they are prohibited by the act of Congress; in the
second, they are excluded from every southern State
and many States of the North by local laws prohibit'ing their admission.
Under the violent supposition that they would

come onfree person*, their importation into the porta
of such northern States as lurre not prohibited the

inducement in importing iUna negroes into northernports, and the fshSKte itMlf weuld be tee ebeerd
end impracticable to be for e moment rniiUfi letsd h

We repeet, however, that the hypothesis ifMs set- j
prattun of fret person* from the coast of Oumt* is too

violent and preposterous to be insisted upon by the

proverbial candor end intelligence of the South.
We ere glad thata southern member of the administrationhas pronouncedso boldly and promptly against

this subterfuge of "free" Oeiuee-negro emigration.
The South wants no freah cargoes ofgibbering negroes
from Congo, Loango, and Angola. She is not so sordid,
nor so addicted to gain end money-getting, as to be

willing to import now awarms of wild savages to infeather society end derange her whole industrial
jBWm. Dill ii line ever snouiu do wining to reopen wi

importation which she resisted bo early in her his-
tory, and against which she so long protested in

vain, she will at least do so by direct aud open
moans, and will disdain to resort to subterfuge and

deception. AVere it proposed by any foreign power
to laud upon her shores indefinite numbers of African
negroes upon condition that they ahould be respected
as frttmen, she would repel the proffer with just indignationand at every hasard. If the could ever

admit these creatures into her borders st all, it would
only be as laborers subject to compulsory service ;
and she would scorn to compromise her character
before tlio world by attempting the trick upon the

public sentiment of pretending that the black savages
were to be regarded asfreemen.

ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH SPECULATION.
In yesterday'a issus we made souie allusion to

the proceedings of the Atlantic Telegraph Company,
with reference to the late aot of the Parliament of
Croat Britain. It seems that these developments
have been formally laid before Congress, and that
the Judiciary Committee of the Senate has been investigatingthe condition of things in the premises.
On yesterday, the Committee inado a report to the

Senate, accompanied by various documents, explainingtho reasons which prevent the United States
government from entering into any contract with the
Atlantic Telegraph Company, giving to that companythe aid of the government mentioned in the
act of the last Congress. It seems that the company
has acted in direct violation of the law of Congress,
in conformity to which tho government loaned to the
company the ship Niagara to assist in layiug the

telegraph cable. Under these circumstances, the
question as to tiie propriety ot allowing trial snip to

remain longor in the service of that company is

worthy of immodiato consideration.
If the company has violated the conditions of the

act of Congress, so that the contract contemplated
by that law cannot be executed upou the part of the
United States government, the ship Niagara cu® tot
be permitted to remain In the employment of the
company, and the vessel ought to be ordered into
the government service immediately. The conditionsof tlio loan of the ship, and the paymeut of the
$70,000 per year for twenty-five years, are tho same.

If the money cannot be paid to the company, the
ships, for the same reason, cannot be loaned.
Tho Judiciary Committee reported to the Senate

that.
" No contract has been concluded" with tho Atlantic

Telegraph Company, and that "the act of Parliament Incorporatingthe Atlantic Telegraph Company seems, in
some of its provisions, to render any contract with that
company inadmissible within the intent of Congress, as
evidenced in the act authorising a contract. The act
of Parliament certainly imbodies a controlling power for
Great Britain over the company incompatible with the
provisions of the act of Congress."

NEWS BY TELEGRAPH.
Arrival or the Kangaroo-Later from Europe.
Nsw York, June 9..The steamer Kangaroo, with

Liverpool dates to the 26th ult.. has arrived.
Later news from India had been received, but it is not

of general importance.
Parliament had held a preliminary meeting on the subjectof the principalities.
Tho Arabia's advices arrived in Liverpool on Sunday

morning, the 22d ult.
The telegraphic fleet would sail on the 29th on an experimentaltrip.
The United States ship Cruiser, loaded with tea, was

lost off Prida shoals. The crew were saved.
Ixrrd Elgin and bis colleagues were, at the last advices

from China, about to leave Shanghai for Peeking, whitherthe fleets would follow.
Later news from India states that the rebels had been

driven from Ausqnzar with great low?, and that Sir Colin
Campbell wan inarching on Rohilcund. .Sundry engagementsare reported, in which the rebels were defeated.

MAMUR*.

Cotton..Sales of the last three days 16,000 bales, at a

decline of |d., including 4,000 bales to speculators and
1,400 for export.

Breadstuff*..All qualities are dull and doolining. The
weather had been favorable for tho crops.

Provisions quiet.
Consols 971 for money.

Farther Particular* of the Utah News.
Sr. Louis, June 8..The Leavenworth correspondent of

the Republican learns from a man who left Camp Scott
on the 8th of May, that the most advanced trains, Russet's,Mafer't, and Waddle's, were met near the Rputh
Platte. The trains were getting along finely until they
reached the Big Blue river, when the heavy rains caused
serious obstructions.
An American, named Williams, living near Leavenworth,received a letter, dated from Halt Lake city, on

M»r Slli which mnreaenta evnrvthinir as nniet in the

do the ciowing aad claimed the track. The Brie BailmadCompany applied to the Sheriff for pruleotloo, and
to-marrow a crowing will be made by force, if nn nmwj

*»f Bampahira Senatenhlp.
CVwconn, Jline 9..The Houae to-day elected J. P.

liale aa U. 8. Senator by a rote of 185 against 111 for
Wells, and 7 scattering.
The Senate caucus ban nominated Mr. Hale for Sena

tor The rote will be taken to-morrow.

Marahtaat af TwMPt Mr UtahSr.I/Wis, Jane 9..A Leavenworth despatch says that
the Olh column under tiol. Sumner inarched hence on

Saturday, aad that the 8th aad last column leaves on

Wednesday and the staff an Thursday

Exptaaiaa.Immense Laos a* Lift.
CmCAOO, June 9..A propeller, supposed to be the

Buckey, exploded her boiler yesterday off Point an Sable.
The crew and passengers, numbering 30, were all lost exceptthree, We hare no particulars.

From Mew Orleans.
Nsw Oauuss, June 8..The city is quiet. The mayor

has stopped all further arrests, and discharged all those
who had been arrested.

Resumption of Specie Payments.
Charleston, June 9..The banks of this city and

Hamburg am to resume specie payment forthwith.

Markets.
Nsw York, June 9..Cotton closed with a declining

tendency, and quotations were nominal.sales of 900
bales; Upland middling,11} cents. Floor is heavy.sales
of 1,300 barrels ; State, 93 85 a 93 90; Ohio, $4 49 a

94 66 ; Southern, 94 46 a 94 70. Wheat is heavy sales
40,000 bushels ; Western white, 91 06 a 91 10. Corn
is heavy.sales 38,000 bushels ; mixed, 60 a 77 cts.
Pork is doll. Lanl is quiet at 11} a 1 If cents. Whiskey
closed firm at 314 cents. Sugar is firm.Muscovado, 6
a Of cents. Codec is dull and nominal. Naval Stores
are quiet. Rice is steady.

Bali-mom, June 9..Flour is dull and generally unchanged.Howardstreet, 94 37J ; Ohio sold at the same

figure; City Mills, 94. Wheat is dull.good to prime
whits, 96 cents a 91 30 ; good to prime reds, 90 cents a

91- Corn is steady.white, at 66 a 68 cents ; yellow at
68 a 71 cents. Provisions are dull.bulk pork at 6 a 8
cents ; mess pork, 917 76. Whiskey is dull at 20} a 21}
cents, Coflfoe is dull.Rio, 10 a 11 cents.

IMPORTATION OF AFRICAN EMIGRANTS.

LE1TER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

Treasury Department, May 32, 1868.
Sim ; It appears from your letter of 20th April, 1868,

that application has been made to you by Messrs. K. Lalittc A Co., merchants of Charleston, South Carolina, 4 'to
clear the American ship Richard Oohdcn, W. F. Black
master, burden 760 31.96 tons, for the coast of Africa,
for the purpose of taking on board African emigrants, in
accordance with the U. S. passenger laws, and returning
with the same to a port in the United States.''
You ask the opinion of the Department upon the proprietyof your granting or refusing the application.
The question is an important one, and 1 have delayed

an aimwe. to your letter until I could give the subject a

proper examination.lire form in which this application is presented involvesthe question in some embarrassment. The object
of the applicants must bo eith, r to import Africans, to be
disposed of as slaves, or to be bound to labor or service,
or else to bring them into the country like other emigrants,to be entitled on their arrival to all the rights and
privileges of freemen. In cither of the two first-named
contingencies, the object would be so clearly and manifestlyagainst the laws of the United States as to leave
no room for doubt or hesitation. 1 deem it proper, however,to call yonr attention to the provisions of those
laws, as they indicate very clearly the general policy
of the government on the subject of African importation.

Prior to the 1st January, 1808, the time fixed by the
constitution when Congress would he authorised to pro

v. i »l.. mu.nl, 1voa /i oa71
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and 10th ol May, 1800,(2.70) were passed. These lawn
indicate the strong opposition felt at that time to the Africanslave trade. The subsequent act of 2d March, 1807
(2.426) and 20th April, 1818, (3.450) as well as the acts
of 3d March, 1819, (3.532) and 15th May, 1820, (3.600)
show not only the promptness with which the power was

exercised by Congress of prohibiting this trade to the
United Stab/s, but they also bear evidence of the stern
purpose of enforcing their provisions by severe penalties
and large expenditures. The legislation ofKhc slaveholdingStates prior to 1808 exhibits the fact that the first
steps taken for its suppression were inaugurated by them,

There is no subject upon which the statute books of our
country afford more conclusive evidence than the general
opposition everywhere felt to the continuance of the Africanslave trade.

lly reference to the acts of 1794 and 1800 against the
slave trade generally, it will be seen that their operation
was confined to slave* to nomine. The first section of the
act of 1794 provides, "That no citizen or citizens of the
United States, or foreigner, or any other person coming
into or residing within tire same, shall, for himself or

any other person whatsoever, either as master, factor or

owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwise prepare any
ship or vessel, within any port or place of the said United
States, nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any
port or place within the same, for tiro purpose of carryingon any trade or traffic in slave* to any foreign country;
or for the purpose of procuring, from any foreign kingdom,place, or country, the inhabitants of such kingdom,
place, or country, to be transported to any foreign country,port, or place whatever, to be sold or disposed of as

slave* ; and if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out, as

aforesaid, for the said purposes, or shall be cansed to sail,
so as aforesaid, every such siiip or vessel, her tackle, furniture,apparel and other appurtenances, shall be forfeitedto the United States ; and shall be liable to be seized,
prosecuted, and condemned in any of the circuit courts,
or district court for the district where the said ship or
vessel may be found and seized."
The language of the act of 1800 is the same in this

respect. Both contemplate, in general terms, the preventionof the trade in slave*. When, however, in 1807, and
subsequent thereto, Congress undertook to prevent the
importation of slaves into the United Htates, the languageof the law was made more stringent and comprehensive.The first section of the act of 1807 provides
" That from and after the first day of January, one thou-
and eight hundred and eight, it Khali not be lawful to
import or bring into the United State* or the Territories
thereof, from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, any
negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent to hold,
soli, or dispose of such negro, mulatto, or person of color,
aa a slave, or to be held to rerviee or labor.''

This law seeks not only to prevent the introduction
into the United States of dove* from Africa, but any negro,mulatto, or person of color, whether introduced as

slaves, or to be brU to mviee or labor. Whether or not the
wisdom of onr fathers foresaw at that early day that effortswould be made, under a pretended apprentice system,to renew the slave trade under another name, 1 cannotundertake to say ; hut the language of the law which
they have left to ns on the statute-book leaves no doubt
of the fact that they intended to provide, in the most
unequivocal manner, against the Increase of that class of
population by immigration from Africa. No one ootild
then have contemplated an object for which African
emigrants wonld be brought to this oonntry, which is not
clearly guarded against and forbidden by the law to which
I am now referring. It is only necessary to add that
subsequent acts on the subject contain the same Ianguage.This view of the subject is strengthened by
reference to the provisions of the act of 28th February,1803, (2.203.) The first section of that act is as
follows : "That from and after the first day of April
next, no master or captain of any ship or vesaal, or

any other person, shall import or bring, or cause to be
imported or bronght, any negro, mulatto, or otber
parson of color, not being a native, cithern, or registered
urnnun nf fho 1 TnU/wl titnfoa nr cuMsmain nativaa e\f <vtnn.

trie* beyond th« Capo of Good Hop*, into any port or

place of the United States, which port or place shall lie
«itouted In any State which by law has prohibited, or
hall prohibit, the admission or importation of snch ne

gvo, mulatto, or other person of color ; and if any captainor master aforesaid, or any other person, shall Import,or bring, or cause to be Imported or brought, into
any of the porta or places aforesaid, any of the peraons
whose admission or importation is prohibited aaaforesaid,
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars
for each and every negro, mulatto, or other person of
oolcr, aforesaid, brought or imported as aforesaid, to lie
sued for and recovered by action of debt, in any court of
the United Htates -one-half thereof to the use of the
United States, the other half to any person or persons
prosecuting for the penalty ; and In any action instituted
for the recovery of the penalty aforesaid, the person or

peraons sued may be held to special hail: /*roe»dW, abciyt,
That nothing In this act shall be construed to prohibit
the admission of Indians."

It will be wwii that fi npw. by thk act, undertook to
co-opermtc with those State* which, by State legblation,had interposed to piwant the laporUtion ofMgroes into
this country At that time the OKutitteteMl prohibition

j to which I have before rahnad rmtiateeaOoBgree* from
the exercise of the absolute power of prohibiting such lb
portation. Hie Htateo, howerer, being under no such re
itraint, had in several instance* adopted meaauree of their
own, and the act of 1803 show* the promptness of the
general government in exercising whatever power it pos
eased in furtherance of the objc-t. His language of thia
act la Important In another view. It will be observed that
ita object in to prevent the importation into the United
States of "any negro, mulatto, or other person of color, not
being a native, a citlaen, or registered scaruan of the UnitodStates, or seamen natiraiof conntriee beyond theCtyMi
ot Good Hops." It is not confined to slavea or negroes
bound to labor, but contemplates the exclusion, in the
broadest terms, of all such persona, without regard to the
character in which they may be brought. It excludes
free persons aa well aa slaves and persona bound to labor
or service. Tire only limitation in the act is, that it is
confined to such persona aa are prevented by the taws of
any of the States from being Imported into such Htates

At that time there existed laws of some of the States
not only prohibiting the introduction of negro slaves, but
also free negroes. Indeed the policy of the shareholding
States has always been oppoeed to the increase of ita free
negro population ; and it is proper here to remark, that
at the present time that policy is more earnestly sustain-
ed in thoau Htates than at any previous period of their
history. After this reference to the laws on tho subject,
it is hardly neoessary to repeat, that if the application of
jueHMrti. urniw a uo. contemplates me imrouuctiou 01

negroes into the United States from Africa, either in the
character of slaves or as apprentices bound to net-vice or

labor, it in clearly in violation of both the letter and
spirit of the law, and cannot be granted.
The form of the application made by Messrs. Laflttc

k Co. would seem to contemplate the introduction into
the United States of negroes from Africa, entitled, on
their arrival, te all the rights and privileges of freemen.
The proposition, upon its face, is so absurd that it is hardlyworthy of serious refutation. Messrs. Lafitte k Co. ask
us to believe that their vessel, fitted out in the port of
Charleston, S. C., is going upon a voyage to Africa, to
bring to aomo port in the United States a cargo of free
negroes. 'The port to which the vessel expects to return
is not indicated. It uannot be the one from which it
sails, nor any other port in the State of South Carolina,
as the introduction of free negroes into that State is wise-
ly prohibited by stringent laws and heavy penalties. It
cannot be the port of auy other slavoholding State, at
similar laws in each of those States alike forbkl it. The
reason for such laws is bo manifest, that 1 do not feel called
upon either to produce the evidenco of their existence,
or to justify the policy which led to their adoption. It
is sufficient to know that the public mind of that sectionof the Union is not more cordially agreed upon any
one subject than upon tbc propriety and necessity of prohibiting,ss far as possible, an increase of the free negro
population ; and hence the laws to which I refer, prohibitingtheir importation from any place.
Can it be that Messrs. I^fitto k Co. propose to return

with tlieir cargo of free negroes, to a port in some of the
non-slavoholding States f 1 um not awsre of a single State
where these new comers would receive a tolerant, much
less a cordial, welcome ; whilst, by stringent laws and con-
stitutional provisions, some of them have provided for
their unconditional exclusion.

Looking beyond the legislation which has been had on

the subject by the general government, and both the
slaveholding and the nou-slavoholding States, I may be
permitted to refer, in this connection, to the various, repeatedand earnest efforts which have been made in every
section of the Union, to provide tor the removal from our

midst, of this most unfortunate class. However variant
the motives which have induced these efforts with differentpersons, in different sections of the country, they ail
exhibit an earnest desire to diminish rather than increase
the free negro population. This public opinion, thus
manifested in every form, is familiar to every one, anu it
would be doing great injustice to the intelligence of Messrs.
Lafitte & Co. to suppose that they alone wure ignorant of
it. Where, then, do they propose to land their cargo of
free negroes? What is the motive which induces the
enterprise t It cannot be the profits of the voyage f
There arc no African emigrants seeking a passage
to this country; and if there were, they have no
means of remunerating Messrs. lafitte & Co. for
bringing them. The motive ennnot be mere philan-
thropy, for it would confer no l>cncf\t upon these negroes
to bring them to our'shores, where, if permitted to land
at all, it would only 1m) to occupy our ]>cst-hoecs, hospitals,and prisons. To believe, under the circumstances,
that there is a bona fide purpose, on the part of Messrs.
lafitte k Co., to bring African emigrants to this country
to enjoy the rights and privileges of freemen, would re-

quire an amount of credulity that would justly subject
the person so believing to the charge of mental imbecility.The conviction is irresistible, that the object of tho
proposed enterprise is to bring these "African emigrants"
into the country, with the view either of making slaves
of them, or of holding them to service or labor. If so,
it is an attempt to evade tho laws of the country on the
subject of African importation, to which I have called
your attention.

Ordinarily, it would be an unsafe rule for a public officerto act upon the suspicion of a purpose on the part of
another to violate the laws of the country, hut in this
case it is put so clearly beyond the reach of doubt, that
I think that you not only can, but that you are in duty
bound to act upon the presumption that it is the intentionof Messrs. Lafitte & Co. to evade the laws of the
United States, and you should accordingly refuso their
vessel the clearance asked for.

I am, very respectfully,
HOWELL COBB,

Secretary of the Treasury.
Ws. F. Colcock, Esq.,

Collector of the Customs, Charleston, S. C.

[From the Charleston Mercury.]
We publish in our columns a letter ft »*n the Secretary

of the Troasury to the port collector of Charleston forbiddinghim from clearing a vessel "for the coast of Africafor the purpose of taking on board African emigrants,
In accordance with the United States passenger laws, and
returning with the same to a port in the United States."
So far as the right to import Africans from Africa, either as
slaves or apprentices, is ooncerned, the net of 1807, cited
by the Secretary, appears to us to be conclusive ; but
most assuredly this act docs no more prohibit the importationof tmigranL* from Africa than from Great Britain or

France. The application for the clearance of the ship
Richard Oobdcn for the const of Afiicft is for tho purposeof taking on board African emigrant*, in accordance
with the United Status passenger laws. Not one word is
said in the application implying that these emigrant* will
not be emigrants, but will lie slaves or apprentices. Not
one word is used implying that they will be brought into
any of the southern States where stringent laws may existprohibiting their ingress. They may be carried to
the northern States, and may lie not at all more burden

|
some than the ship-loads of paupers which have often
been sent there from Europe.

It appears to us, therefore, that the Secretary's instruc-
tions to the port collector, forbidding him to grant a clear-
ance to the ship Richard Oobden, is I wised on assumptions
that no administrative officer has a right to make, and is
a usurpation not warranted by law. The Secretary and
port collector are bound to administer the laws as tbey
are. If they are defective, It is tho fault of the lcgitla-
tive power, which can rectify all defects. To administer
the laws upon inferences or suspicions against the plain
purport of an application which is strictly legal, is as

dangerous to the rights of a citisen as it must be without
authority. In this case, if the laws should be violated
by the use of the clearance, to import cither slaves or

apprentices into the southern States, these laws have
provided the most ample and efficient means for their
vindication. The wholo letter, however, shows what we

have rcjwatcdly Maerted, that to re-open the African
slave trade, (and the apprentice system is that trade, only
under another name,) whether wise or not, is impracticablein the Union. Even if the law of 1808 did not
exist, the northern representatives in Congress would
pass laws effectually to prohibit the re-opening of this
trade, in any form whatever. On this account, we have
deprecated the agitation of the subject, as tending only
to divide the South, without the possibility of having
any practical existence whilst the Union contiuues.

EXPLANATION BY MKS8R8 LAFITTE h CO.
(From the CTtarlmton Mercury.)

We received Instructions from Mr. C. A. L. Lamar, of
Savannah, to mako application for a clearance for his
ship "Hr>r the coast of Africa, for the purpose of hiking
on board African emigranta, in accordance with the
United States' passenger laws, and of returning with the
samo to a port In the United States." There was nothingin the letter of our correspondent, well known as a

highly respectable merchant of Savannah, which could
lead ua to suppoae that any violation or evaaion of the
law waa Intended; and as we could perceive no Impropriety
in the mere act of applying to government for permission
to perform a voyage, which permission they could either
grant or refuse, we did not hesitate to make the application.We do not, in fact, i-onsilerthat we had a right to
refuse compliance with his instructions Mr. Collector

Colcock Informed u» that, an our application wtu, of | S
novel character, and Intimately connected with the grm,
lttauee now agitating the country, he deemed it hk doty
w a subordinate officer of government, to refer the nui
tor to the authorities at Washington, for their oootiden.
lion and decision and that be would refuae the dum,,
until he ahould receive instructions from the Secretary ,(
the Treasury

THIS NEWOHLBAtrS VlQILAJfCE COMMlTTKK

By laid evening's aoutheni mail we received New Or
lean* |wpe» of Thursday uiorutug, the 2d iiuUaut. Th.
Delta k the only one which mentions the exkteme of
the committee at all. The following k the whole of iu
paragraph

" like a flash of lightning and burst of thunder after
the preliminary hush that ushers in a tropical storm *k
the coup d' Hat of the vigilance committee last night.

" Humors were current that such a body had been or
ganiaed, hot it had evidenced its existence by no visible
action. It now appears that it does exist in strong fores,
numbering, it is said, about Ave hundred members.

" Inst night a detachment of about two hun'lred, fully
armed and equipped with Minnie musketo and all nece»
Mary side arms, marched down, and with quiet deteroiru
tion and good order took possession of the Htate Arsenal,
near Jacluon Square. It was about 12 o'clock. They
also poasueeed themselves of the lock-up of the 8econ<i
district, telling the officers that they would be respond.
we ror tne prisoners, iney soon nan me puce completelyguarded with pickets and outposts, and artillery
planted so as to command all approaches.

" Wo have no time fur comment. The vigilance com.
raittee are acting for the welfere of the city and Its citiacris.All good uitiaens are expected to stand fey them
until the city is thoroughly purged and redeemed."
By reference to a telegraphic despatch In our column*

this morning, it will be seen that the organisation of the
committee, thus suddenly brought into existence, has
been abandoned, und that all proceedings against the
partlcifianU therein have been wisely abandoned.

MISTAKES CONCERNING CHINA.

(From tlio I'lillsdulphla ladjer.
A work lias lately api>«ared in London, written by s

Mr. Meadows, for many years a British interpreter in
China, which undertakes to put the Chinese in a more
favorable light before the European and American world
than they liavc been heretofore presented in. Mr.
Meadows protests especially against the idea, promulgated
by tbe Jesuit missionary Hue, that the Chinese, beyond
all other nations, are material, sensual, money-malting
and gross. He pointedly remarks that, If the people of
France, Great Britain, or America, wore to be judged by
the mammon-worshipping inhabitants of Paris, London,
and Hew York, it would be quite as fidr a venlict as that
pronounced by Mr. Hue, who has formed his opinions of
the Chinese from the selfish denlaens of the great cities.
He adds, with great truth, that tire majority of every na

tion, even the most Christian, have a lower scale of mo

rality titan the intellectual and spiritual minority, who
are continually aspiring after a loftier life.

Mr. Meadows further asserts that the habits and opinionsof the Chinese have suffered injustice from the igno
ranee of translators, who hare misunderstood terms,
giving them usually a baser and grosser meaning than
truth warrants. He cites the antiquity of the Rocial and
political fabric of China as a proof that the character and
condition of the people bave been misrepresented ; for
no empire, he properly remarks, could last so long, unlessit was founded in substantial justice, or unless its developmentwas healthy. We explain the decline of Rome
by its corruption. We attribute the proeperity of Christiannations to the virtue of the people. The Chinese,
Mr. Meadows contends, have a right to the benefits of s

similar mode of argument. Thousands of years, it is
well known, liavc Heen no revolutions Ju China. There
iiave been overthrows of dynasty, rebellions without

number,but no radical changes in the political or social
fabric. Is not this, instead of being a proof of stagnation
and death, as it is popularly considered, a proof, on tKc
contruly, of vitality and health t
The real, living faith of the Chinese, according to Mr.

Meadows, is not Buddhism, but the religion of Confu
cius. The whole social and political organisation of the
empire is InukxI on that religion. It is, in comparison
with other Pagan beliefs, pure and elevated. In one essential|>olut it differs, however, from Christianity. It
makes no distinction between the intellectual and moral
nature of man, but teaches that whatever there is of good
the mind can perceive, and that, having perceived it, the
inference is that they follow it. To render men virtuous,therefore, educate them. In no country in the
worhl, not even in the United Slates, is learning so general.The entire civil functions of the government are
in tire hands of a special class, trained especially for that
employment, on the avowed principle of putting "the
right man in the right place." Europeans and Americans,much as they affect to despise the Chinese, might
take a lesson from them in this particular.

Mr. Meadows also refutes the notion that the Chinese
are ill-fed. Their edibles, though different from ours,
are nutritious ; and a sleeker looking race, be says, nowhereexists, 'lire Best specimens of the Chinese race

are to be found in the northern and middle provinces.
On the southern coastA, with which Europeans are more

familiar, tho people are less civilised, mors brutal, and
not so religious. It is from the bays and creeks on the
southern and southeastern coasts, which abound with
mountains, that the pirates who infest the Chinese seas

swarm forth. The Westminster Review, in an able article
on China, corroborates the views of Mr. Mesdows by testimonydrawn from various other sources. It is exceedinglydifficult, wo all know, to understand a people unlessupon a long and familiar acquaintance with them
and the opinions of Mr. Meadows are worth, therefore,
more thau those of fiincty aud nine other travellers who
have merely stopped a day or two at Canton, or louuged
away a summer at Macao.

INCREASE OF TIIE NAVY.

Mr. Bocock, Chairman of the Naval Committee in the
House of Representatives, is exerting all his energies for
securing the construction of the ten additional sloops-ofwarwhich the Secretary of the Navy says are required
by the necessities of the service. Twenty or more sloops,
Bays the Secretary, are necessary to occupy the station#
where men-of-war arc needed, and afford proper facilities
for Xbe relief and repair of vcsacls.
We hope that Congress will not adjourn without passingthe bill which Mr. Bocock asked leave to introduce

on Thursday last, (see report of Congressional proceed
ings,) or some similar bill. --Richmond Examiner.

CIIAMPFLKURY.Lcs Premiers Beaux Jours.
Pari*. 1869. 30 cent-.

Iiaumnn. Iw Chovuu* fin Vfihum Pari* 18N8. 30 CCiiU.
iioalnu.le Mmliclli du l*ecq. Paris. 1858. 30 cents.
Sonlic.Marinerite. Paris. 1058. 30 cool*.
Aubryot.1;« Kcrnrne do Vlngt cirri Aim. 1858. 30 cents.
Soulle.-Hi Jeuueesr suvatt Mi VMIIoM pouvait. 1888. 80 renlx.
Phuhrillsu.l.fl Maptm. 1388. 30 cent*.
Conscience..l.'Orphellue. 1888. 30 cents.
Keybaud -Jerome Pnturot. 1888. 30 cents
Jordan.Lo Hornlore tkour Urise 1888. 30 cent*.
.3oulio.Ijm Ileux Cadavroe. 1888. 30 oroU.
Ilrry.-Isr* Nulls Italelenne*. 1888 30 cent*.
Utrlen.Hoax Jrune* f'emme*. 1888. 30 cont*.
Kurr.Ia Penelope Normnude. 1838. 30 rente.
tluttlan. Histolre do 130 Krtnmre. 1883. 30 CMU.
Aclurd.I.es Famines Hounctee. 1858. 30 cents.
Bernard.Ia Portrait do l> Marquise. 1(88. 30 oents.
Sunlie.Is» Qualro Keramsa. 1858. 30 oenta.

June 5 FRANCK TAY10R

F0K SALE AT TAYLOR & MAURY'S, 334 Pcnn
sylv.mia Avenue.

Information, acquired from the bent authority, with respect »o 18"
Institution of Slavery. by William Jaggsr. Price 10 cent*.

CW (k* Prflt &if.
"Information, acquired from the liest authority, with reapvrl to Ihf

InMlliiUon ol Slavery. By William Jaeger. Thin pamphlet Is (orm«l
ly addressed to the people of Suffolk county, where the author rrsldr".
but la calculated to enlighten the understanding of multitudes all ever
the North, for this purpose Its siinpie, unpretending, and indentions
style In Uio beet (Sieslble He gives a great ami curious array offset",
oiduions, and statistics, aa the resnlt of a long and Inquiring Journey
and residence in nine of the slave tttates, where be conversed w8h
slaves, masters, and free negroes, aa If be were one of thstn. BueesM
to his (aunplllrt. Let It he circulated. '..Veto Fork Daily >'««»
A pamphlet explanatory ofJohnson's Bystem of Collecting D»btr,hf

Henry Johnoon Price 38 ceuta.
A New Bystem of Commends! lVnnnaansbip, by T. Kirke White,

( resident of the Pennsylvania Commercial Institute, at York, P»
Prior J8cents. [Star Jure331

[No. 610 ]
Watiea af tha Vnla aaaiaaat la# ika llaiISltl and
auglnaw Districts Tn the 8titc"of MUeliiffan.
IN PURSUANCE of the set of Ceogress, approval

May II, 184*, entitled " Aa act «<» enlarge tl«> Detroit awl 3"#i
naw land iliatrtcta In Mtehtgan." H la hereby declared and made
known, that all that portion >4 th« preoent 'Cheboygan 1*atrk:i."
»lilch Hea anulh of the linn dividing towaaMpa M and *8 north, and
riot <4 Uio lino dividing range* a awl 3 *«l, will ba attached lo **

riaginaw INatrtrt" from awl after IIk tat day of July next, and lb'
landa within aaid limit* bo thoroafior anhyert In oatry at tin id*"'
Kaer Haoixaw and all that part of Iho preooat "Cheboygan Pietrtol
lying north of the line dividing lownalilpa t* and W north, and mat *f
the line dividing range* 2 and * wool, hndndtiig the Maiad <f
mtr, will bo allarhed lo the "Detroit IHntrtrt," from and after lb*
»amr .tato, and will lie subject lo vale and ontry at 111* land nfllf al

rnmiotT.
Olven under my band al the rtlv of Waaliiugton, thin 7th 'lay at

J me, A I) 1*4* TBOB. A HKNDHCBS,
tnn« S.w#w GiwiniiMlooar of the lloneral lend (Idler


